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Restated from May/June Newsletter: 

I wanted to share my very heart felt appreciation to our Honeygo Elementary School 

students, staff, and parents for the recent recognition as the Baltimore County Public 

School’s 2019 Elementary School Principal of the Year.  I am grateful to have the 

opportunity to work in this supportive school community and am truly honored to 

represent our wonderful school and fellow principals in this role.   

As we begin preparing for the next school year, we celebrate that we are an exciting school 

community.  We have received many requests from families of students assigned to other schools but 

seeking special permission to attend Honeygo Elementary School.  The county has specific guidelines for 

reasons that special permission may be granted and timelines.  Please refer to this link for that 

information.  http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/rules/5000Series/RULE5140.PDF   Prior to 

approving any special permission transfer we will be looking at the total enrollment of each grade level. 

In order to have accurate enrollment numbers, these special permission decisions will not be made until 

July for grades 1-5 and late in August for our kindergarten requests.  Given our anticipated enrollment 

numbers it is not likely that special permission transfers will be approved which we hope will help us 

keep our enrollment in each class near the preferred capacity (22 for primary and 25 for intermediate 

classes).   

All fifth graders in Baltimore County are required to prove their current residency prior to moving on to 

middle school.  Parents of fifth graders are asked to bring in the required residency documentation to our 

school prior to the end of the school year.  A letter has been mailed home this week to all families of fifth 

graders outlining what documentation is required.   If not completed, students entering grade six are 

withdrawn from BCPS on July 1.     

In order to assign your child to the most appropriate instructional placement, we will be issuing classroom 

placements in grades Kindergarten through Grade 5 during the third week of August.  It is important to 

keep in mind that the students will be assigned to classrooms according to their specific instructional 

needs, not a requested classroom teacher.  Students will be grouped with the input of the current year’s 

classroom teachers and will be placed according to the instructional program that best suits the 

child.  Parents may inform the principal of any information regarding their child in writing but know that 

the final decision regarding classroom placements will be made by the administrative team and not based 

on specific teacher requests.   

In addition, please let Mrs. Rosenberger, in the main office, know if your child/children in grades PK-4 

are not returning to Honeygo Elementary School in August of 2019.  It is also important to let us know if 

your child in grade 5 will not be attending the middle school that they are assigned to attend.  It is 

essential that we know this information as soon as possible, as teachers need to complete the required 

paperwork for the transfer process in a timely and efficient manner.  Thank you in advance for your 

cooperation in this manner.   

There are many exciting end of year events planned for the students and the families of Honeygo 

Elementary School.  Please post the attached calendar for your reference this last full month of school. 

Any student who is suspended from school during the fourth quarter may be excluded from the fun end of 

year activities. 

  

Charlene Behnke 

Principal

http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/rules/5000Series/RULE5140.PDF
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

At Honeygo, our school’s 

Volunteer Team had 

sought nominations for 

this award from our school 

community.  We know 

how very fortunate we are 

to have so many amazing 

volunteers who support us 

each day.  After reviewing 

the nominations, we 

selected Nitsa Zdziera 

because she has been the 

driving force behind establishing and leading the 

PTO at Honeygo.  Nitsa is the integral link that 

connects our school to the PTO.  Nitsa spent the 

summer collaborating with other PTO members 

writing the by-laws and establishing committees for 

the PTO.  She provides clear, organized leadership to 

the whole organization.  Nitsa also leads by example; 

she isn’t afraid to dig in and help in any way. As our 

PTO President, she played a key role in hosting our 

four Angel Park Family Meet and Greet nights for 

families last summer.  Throughout the school year, 

she has helped by volunteering in the school office, 

serving as the PTO President, leading the Bingo 

Fundraiser that netted $15,000, and helping in any 

other way that is needed.  She is an integral part in 

the planning of a First Year Legacy gift that the PTO 

will be gifting to the school this summer.  In addition 

to her countless hours spent volunteering at Honeygo 

Elementary, Nitsa also serves as a board member for 

the Perry Hall High School Alumni Association, 

serves as the team mom for the Perry Hall High 

School Girls’ Basketball Team, is working on a Girl 

Scout Gold Award Project with one of her daughters, 

and is an 

advisor for 

the St. 

Nicholas 

Greek 

Orthodox 

Youth of 

America 

which is a 

year-round 

position.  

Finally, for 

the past four years Nitsa has served as a Baltimore 

County Commissioner for the Women’s 

Commission.  As part of that commission she serves 

as the chairperson for the Domestic Violence 

committee.  Honeygo Elementary is proud to 

recognize Nitsa Zdziera as our first Volunteer of the 

Year.   

 

NEWS FROM THE HEALTH SUITE 

This year sure did fly by!  First of all, I want to thank 

everyone for your kindness during 

Teacher Appreciation Week and 

School Nurse Day. Your 

thoughtfulness warmed my 

heart.  Secondly, here are some 

important reminders as the school 

year draws to a close.  

 

Grade 5 Parents 

 

On 5/23/19 your students received physical forms 

and, if needed, medication forms for the start of 

Middle School. An updated physical exam is 

required prior to entering Middle School. ALL 

completed forms need to be forwarded to the 

middle school your child will be attending. If you 

did not receive the forms please contact me at 

kkammann@bcps.org or 443-809-8610. 

 

Parents of Students Currently 

Receiving Medication: 

   

- ALL medications must 

be picked up by an 

adult, by the last day of 

school. 

- Remaining medication 

cannot be sent home with students. 

- If you need to make special arrangements 

for medication pick up, please call me at 

443-809-8610 or email at 

kkammann@BCPS.org 

- All medication remaining on the last day 

of school will be thrown away. 

- If your child will need medication in school 

next year, a new written doctor’s order is 

required.  Students currently receiving 

medication were given a letter with a new 

doctor’s order form attached on 5/23/2019. 

- If you have additional questions, please call 

me at 443-809-8610. 

 

Wishing you a safe, memorable, fun summer!   See 

you in September 😊 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by 

mailto:kkammann@bcps.org
mailto:kkammann@BCPS.org
http://biancosulnero.blogspot.com/2012/10/normativa-somministrare-farmaci-scuola.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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COUNSELOR CONNECTION 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the 

year is almost here! My monthly 

counseling lessons for May focused 

on Careers in grades K - 4. 

Students learned about careers 

and how they relate to their interests. The topic for 

the fifth graders was transitioning to middle school, 

and we covered middle school fears, strategies to stay 

organized and the importance of studying. They also 

got to learn how to unlock a combination lock by 

actually using real locks. A parent letter/follow-up 

worksheet was sent home after each lesson. There are 

no classroom guidance lessons for the month of June. 

I have enjoyed teaching your children this year and I 

look forward to next year. As the end of the year 

approaches, please contact me if you have any 

questions or concerns regarding the emotional health 

of your children, wcarver@bcps.org or 443-809-

8700. If I don’t see you personally, have a relaxing, 

safe, and rejuvenating summer! 

 

MINDFUL MOMENT 

The Importance of Self Care 

For the final Mindful Moment of this school year, I 

want to remind each adult that either has, or is related 

to, students attending Honeygo ES, and those who 

work with our students as staff or volunteers, to 

remember to take care of yourself. As adults, we 

often get so busy taking care of our children that we 

neglect our own basic needs. If you don’t take care of 

yourself physically, emotionally, and socially, you 

can become sick, tired, stressed and easily 

discouraged.  Then you will find it hard to be the 

positive parent/caregiver that you want to be. It can 

be very difficult to find time to focus on yourself, but 

a few minutes can make a big difference.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are 15 ideas that you can try this summer. 

Remember, some will fit you better than others, so 

find what works for you. 

1. Meditate. 

2. Spend time in nature. 

3. Listen to music. 

4. Join a book club. 

5. Go for a walk. 

6. Write in a gratitude journal. 

7. Engage your senses. 

8. Carve out time to be alone. 

9. Schedule time with friends or family. 

10. Check the To Do List. 

11. Turn your bedroom into a retreat. 

12. Spend a little money on yourself. 

13. Take a break from electronics. 

14. Savor something. 

15. Practice mindfulness. 

More detailed explanations of each of these can be 

found in the article, “15 Self Care Strategies for 

Parents,” using this link. 

https://www.verywellfamily.com/self-care-for-

parents-4178010.  

 

Have a relaxing 

and rejuvenating 

summer, and I 

look forward to 

seeing you again 

when school 

starts next year! 

 

 

 

 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

mailto:wcarver@bcps.org
https://www.verywellfamily.com/self-care-for-parents-4178010
https://www.verywellfamily.com/self-care-for-parents-4178010
https://ponderingwords.wordpress.com/2014/12/20/mindfulness-3/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://sensualanimist.com/page/4/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://picnicwithants.com/tag/hope/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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HONEYGO GIVES BACK UPDATE 

Honeygo Gives Back completed their final 

community service project of the year on May 31, 

2019. The students met at the Fontana Community 

Center after school that day and held a May birthday 

party for children in the community who had May 

birthdays. The Honeygo students led the children in 

games including Simon Says and Fredioko, and 

helped each 

child make their 

own slime. The 

slime was a big 

success!  

The Honeygo 

Gives Back 

Club is also 

looking forward to the 2019-2020 school year and 

thinking about what projects they will complete. Next 

year the Honeygo Gives Back Club will be for 5th 

graders, and the current members, if they choose to, 

will continue with the program. Applications will be 

sent home in September to add other interested 5th 

graders, but the number of students that can be added 

is limited to no more than 10 students. Look for 

information in the first newsletter of next year about 

applications. The group already has several projects 

that they want to accomplish next year!  It has been a 

pleasure working with these 21 students and 

watching them open their hearts to help others.  

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Summertime is approaching here at Honeygo and we 

cannot thank you for how grateful our first year 

turned out.  Our Honeygo Physical Education 

students were amazing, and we hope that they 

continue to be active into the summer months.  

Summertime is a great time to work on skills such as 

throwing, catching, kicking, 

dribbling (hand and foot) and to 

build up their aerobic capacity 

(jogging, biking, swimming, 

dancing, etc.)  For the last weeks 

of school, our primary students 

are learning a variety of lawn 

games 

and target activities.  Our 

intermediate students will be 

participating in a variety of 

kickball games and Ultimate 

Frisbee games.  

 

We plan to have our Honeygo Foxes Running Team 

next Fall and will also have before school 

intramurals.  Students please continue to practice and 

enhance your PE learning outside of school and at 

recess. Thank you for your support of the Honeygo 

PE program!  

Steve Ey (sey@bcps.org) and Zach Keesecker 

(zkeesecker@bcps.org) 

Follow on Twitter @HoneygoPhysEd 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE HONEYGO LIBRARY 

Summer Reading Programs 

Research shows that 

students who read during 

the summer avoid the 

dreaded “summer slide” 

which results in a loss of 

skills and being less 

prepared for their new 

school year. It also 

shows that parents 

who model reading 

foster their child’s 

reading development. 

Baltimore County Public Library’s 

summer reading program, SNEAKS, is active again 

this summer.  Parents can register their students 

online at https://bcpl.beanstack.org/reader365 or in 

person.  BCPL also has an adult summer reading 

program (and it has prizes, too!) Barnes & Noble also 

has a summer reading program for students.  Check 

out the program and more great reading tips at: 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/kids/ge

t-ready-for-bns-summer-reading-triathlon/ . 

The White Marsh library will be serving a free 

lunch to all students under the age of 18 @ 12:00 

(Monday-Friday) from June 20 – August 23.  What a 

great way to spend a hot, summer day.   

Happy Reading! 

Mrs. Cosgrove 

  

 

mailto:sey@bcps.org
mailto:zkeesecker@bcps.org
http://summerlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/MoreThanAHunchKidsLoseLearningSkillsOverTheSummerMonths.pdf
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-can-i-improve-my-childs-reading
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-can-i-improve-my-childs-reading
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-can-i-improve-my-childs-reading
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/how-can-i-improve-my-childs-reading
https://bcpl.beanstack.org/reader365
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/kids/get-ready-for-bns-summer-reading-triathlon/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/blog/kids/get-ready-for-bns-summer-reading-triathlon/
http://tercercicloceiplomadesantodomingo.blogspot.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zryan/1367595661
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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READING AND LANGUAGE ARTS NEWS, 

Mrs. Holland and Mrs. Wise, Reading Specialists 

We are so impressed with the growth and achievement that our Honeygo readers and writers have demonstrated this 

year! While summer is a time to relax and spend time being active with family and friends, it is also important to 

make time to exercise your brain by reading and writing. A fun way to do this is to engage in read louds and shared 

writing activities about the text that you’ve read together. Please see the graphic below for some read aloud ideas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


